
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Thursday, 17 November 2005] 

 p7460d-7461a 
Hon Jon Ford 

 [1] 

SHARING THE FISH 06 CONFERENCE 
Statement by Minister for Fisheries 

HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral - Minister for Fisheries) [10.06 am]:  I rise to inform the house that 
the Western Australian Department of Fisheries, in cooperation with the Food and Agriculture Organisation of 
the United Nations, the federal Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry and the New Zealand Ministry 
of Fisheries will host the Sharing the Fish 06 Conference, subtitled “Allocation Issues in Fisheries 
Management”.   

In November 1999 the Department of Fisheries hosted an international conference, FishRights99, which 
explored the use of property rights in fisheries management.  The conference, conducted in partnership with the 
Food and Agriculture Organisation, hosted about 350 delegates from 50 countries and gave rise to a technical 
publication of the edited proceedings by the FAO.  A closing declaration was made at FishRights99 that Western 
Australia would pursue a follow-up conference in 2006 on a similar theme.  The Sharing the Fish 06 conference 
is to be held at the Esplanade Hotel, Fremantle, from 26 February to 2 March 2006.  It is expected that the 
conference will attract more than 300 delegates from 50 countries worldwide.  

Sharing the Fish 06 will provide a forum to explore the best approaches to allocating fish resources to ensure 
their sustainability at the local, national, international and regional levels.  The organising committee has been 
successful in attracting outstanding world-class speakers who have considerable expertise in fish resource 
allocation.  Speakers will include Professors Susan Hanna from Oregon State University, Ray Hilborn from the 
University of Washington, Gary Libecap from the University of Arizona, Peter Pearse from the University of 
British Colombia and Jon Van Dyke from the University of Hawaii.   

Subject to expressions of interest, it is planned that the Food and Agriculture Organisation will also organise a 
two-day pre-conference workshop entitled “Ways and Means of Allocating Resources”.  I am pleased to inform 
the house that earlier in the year I was fortunate to be able to visit the Kingdom of Norway and the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain.  I used my visit to publicise the conference to both the British and Norwegian 
governments.  I also publicised the conference at the Fourth World Recreational Fishing Conference.  From 
reports so far, I understand that both governments will have representatives at Sharing the Fish 06 in Fremantle.  

I urge members of the Legislative Council to support the conference through their attendance and by bringing it 
to the attention of interested constituents as it will be an outstanding opportunity to learn more about the 
management of fish resources.  I also table the report of my travel to the Kingdom of Norway and the United 
Kingdom.  

[See paper 1046.] 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Bruce Donaldson. 
 


